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Abstract: Wireless audio technology has gained significant popularity in recent years, offering convenience
and flexibility in various applications, including music recording. However, despite its advantages, wireless
audio still has certain limitations that can impact the quality and reliability of music recording. 
This white paper aims to explore and discuss the current limitations of wireless audio in music recording,
providing insights into the challenges faced by musicians, producers, and engineers.

Introduction: Wireless audio technology has revolutionized the way music is produced and recorded. It
allows artists to move freely without being restricted by cables, offering greater mobility and flexibility.
However, wireless audio systems come with their own set of limitations that can affect the overall recording
process and quality.

In the consumer space Bluetooth technology has become an integral part of our daily lives, but while
advances are being made there are specific challenges in it’s application in recording.

1. Limited Frequency Spectrum: Wireless audio systems operate within a limited frequency spectrum, which
is shared with various other devices such as wireless microphones, Wi-Fi networks, and Bluetooth devices.
This can lead to interference issues, resulting in dropouts, signal degradation, or even complete signal loss.
This limitation becomes more prominent in crowded environments, such as music festivals or live
performances, where multiple devices are competing for the same frequencies.

2. Latency: Wireless audio systems introduce a certain amount of latency, which is the delay between the
original sound and its reproduction through the wireless system. This latency can be noticeable, particularly in
critical recording scenarios where precise timing is crucial, such as multi-track recording or live performances.
Musicians and engineers need to account for this delay to ensure proper synchronization and avoid timing
discrepancies.

3. Signal Quality and Range: Wireless audio systems are susceptible to signal degradation and interference,
especially over longer distances. The quality of the transmitted audio signal can be affected by obstacles,
such as walls or other physical barriers, as well as electromagnetic interference from nearby electronic
devices. This limitation can result in signal dropouts, reduced audio clarity, and compromised recording
quality.

4. Battery Life and Reliability: Wireless audio systems heavily rely on battery-powered transmitters and
receivers. The limited battery life of these devices can pose a challenge during extended recording sessions or
live performances. Musicians and engineers need to carefully manage battery levels to ensure uninterrupted
operation. Additionally, wireless systems are prone to occasional signal dropouts or connection issues, which
can disrupt the recording process and compromise the reliability of the system.

5. Cost and Complexity: Implementing wireless audio solutions in a music recording setup can be costly and
complex. High-quality wireless systems with advanced features and reliable performance often come with a
significant price tag. Additionally, setting up and configuring wireless audio systems requires technical
expertise and careful planning to optimize signal quality, minimize interference, and ensure seamless
integration with existing recording equipment.

Against this backdrop there is a ubiquitous robust and flexible radio system we are all familiar with, Wi-Fi.
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Wi-Fi particularly with advancements in the 802.11 specification for increased capacity, range and focus on
multimedia – offers a proven platform for audio sharing.

While there are several methods and applications available that allow one to stream audio wirelessly over a
Wi-Fi network, including Esinkin, SonoBus, LimeOnAir and VLC generally these depend on pre-existing non-
live recorded sources.

Fi-Live(TM) provides for lower latency, higher bandwidth, longer range, fully networkable multichannel
possibilities by harnessing the inherent benefits of Wi-Fi offering a system for converting analog sources
such as instruments into real time Wi-Fi packets.

As an open framework, as the 802.11 standard progressively adds more range and bandwidth, so Fi-
Live(TM) can grow and adapt a range of effects and codecs for error correction and audio tuning.
By nature music recording means multiple instruments, multiple tracks, which lends itself to Wi-Fi extensive
networking capability. 

Crucially by levering the 10 billion Wi-Fi capable phones, tablets and PCs in use today Fi-Live offers a
common platform for audio recording and distribution with a ready to go audience and a massive range of
software editing and mixing options.

Figure 1 - Proposed applications for Fi-Live(TM)’s Wi-Fi based system

Conclusion: While wireless audio technology offers numerous benefits in music recording, it is important to
acknowledge and address its current limitations. The limitations discussed in this white paper, including
limited frequency spectrum, latency, signal quality and range, battery life, and cost and complexity, are
critical factors that need to be considered when choosing and implementing wireless audio systems in
music recording scenarios.

Fi-Live(TM) offers a route to mitigates these limitations, allowing for more reliable and high-quality wireless
audio solutions in the future. By understanding and accounting for these limitations, musicians, producers,
and engineers can make informed decisions and optimize their workflows to achieve the best possible
results when using wireless audio in music recording.

To continue the discussion and explore the capabilities contact info@Fi-Live.com

www.Fi-Live.com



Contact
info@fi-live.com
 5 South Charlotte St
Edinburgh
UK 
EH2 4AN
www.fi-live.com


